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News from WABCG                   July 2017 

Editorial 

Once again, June was a depressed month concerning 
sugar, with raw losing 10% during the month, just before 

a small recovery early July. More 
than ever, this urges us to find 
new risk management tools! 

This will be the main topic of our 
next meeting, on the 27th of 
November in London, during our 
ISO/WABCG consultation. Our 
provisional program has just 

been sent out: we will try to have an overview of the risk 
management tools, to include speakers from Mauritius, 
Austria and Kenya: 
• Mauritius will detail a fund that brings together 
the entire sugar industry, from growers to millers, to face 
climatic risks; 
• Austria will show us that growers can work 
together with private insurance companies, to build new 
tools dedicated to climate change; 
• And Kenya will explain how, by applying new 
farming itineraries based on Brazilian works, crop 
rotation - even concerning cane - allows farmers to 
diversify their production – and their risks. 
The ISO economists will also give us the key to read the 
sugar and ethanol market. I have also asked them to 
present us with a way to diversify our production, by 
explaining the potential of organic, fair-trade and 
specialty sugars. For the time being, they are obviously 
niche markets – but we need to look at all the ways to 
satisfy consumer trends, especially if it can bring new 
remunerative schemes for growers. 
 
So, I hope to see you all, cane and beet growers, in 
London next November! May the entire family of 
growers come together to share opinions and ideas, to 
face our challenge for the coming years: building 
sustainability in a changing world! 

Jean-Pierre Dubray, WABCG President 

NEWS FROM BELIZE 
 
Since the mid 1800 sugar cane cultivation together with 
sugar production has grown into a significant industry in 
Belize, a former colony of Great Britain and now the only 
English speaking country in Central America. Presently, 
this industry directly employs approximately ten 
thousand persons, provides some US$65 million in 
foreign exchange, contributes six per cent of Gross 
Domestic Product, and affects the livelihood of some fifty 
thousand persons or 15% of the population.    

 

Sugar cane is grown on approximately 70,000 acres 
(28,000ha) of rain-fed land in the two northern districts 
of Belize that border with Mexico, from where it was 
introduced into Belize. With an average yield of 20 to 25t 
per acre (≈50-60t/ha), some 5,313 small sugar cane 
farmers are responsible for approximately 90% of the 
sugar cane production on plots of land ranging from 5 to 
10 acres (2 to 4ha). These small sugar cane farmers are 
represented by 3 Associations, of which the Belize Sugar 
Cane Farmers Association is the largest representing 
3,752 sugar cane farmers. The sole sugar cane miller, 
Belize Sugar Industries Limited (BSI), a member of the 
group of companies owned by American Sugar Refining, 
cultivates and produces the remaining 10%.  American 
Sugar Refining is a world renowned company  with sugar 
cane field and sugar manufacturing and refining 
operations in different parts of the world, such as the 
United Kingdom, Portugal, Italy, Canada, Mexico, 
Dominican republic, the United States of America and 
Belize.      

 

Sugar cane is normally harvested and milled in Belize 
during the months of December to June, and this year’s 
sugar cane crop is scheduled to end on June 30, 2017. 
Despite a lower than expected grinding rate, this crop 
will result in the grinding of approximately 1,280,000 
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tons of sugar cane and the production of 138,000 tons of 
sugar, less than 10% of which is consumed locally and 
over 90% is exported to Tate & Lyle Sugars (TLS) in 
London, United Kingdom and the United States of 
America. As the Associations, BSI and TLS are Fairtrade 
certified, some of the export sugar is destined for the 
Fairtrade sugar market. 

 

Sugar cane producers in Belize have been facing lower 
sugar cane prices as a result of the reduction of 36% in 
the preferential price of sugar brought about by the EU 
sugar market reform and lower world sugar market 
prices. They are now faced with the complete 
disappearance of preferential market access and prices 
as the EU market becomes fully liberalized in October 
2017 and beet sugar producers will no longer have any 
restrictions to their supply of sugar to this market. This 
situation, together with the outcome of the Brexit 
negotiations and the effects of climate change, pose 
serious competitive challenges to sugar cane producers 
in Belize.   

 

Sugar cane farmers in Belize are, therefore, bracing 
themselves to deal with the difficult times ahead.  
Measures to increase sugar cane productivity, reduce 
cultivation and harvesting costs as well as sugar 
manufacturing and export costs, and to cope with the 
effects of climate change are seriously being considered 
and implemented. Value added measures by the miller, 
such as a proposed  increase in the production of direct 
consumption sugars for export, and the procurement of 
other market outlets, such as the Caricom countries, will 
undoubtedly provide renewed confidence and 
determination in ensuring that the sugar industry in 
Belize remains vibrant, sustainable and competitive.  

 
Oscar Alonzo, CEO  

Belize Sugar Cane Farmers Association (BSCFA), Belize 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mechanical cane loading 

Trucks with loaded cane ready for delivery to mill 

Members of the BSCFA attending a general 
membership meeting 
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NEWS FROM BRAZIL 
The history of sugar cane in Brazil intensified in the 16th 
century when the first sugar mills began to function in 
the Northeast of the country. 
Over the years, mills gave way 
to industries, which saw the 
growth of national production 
intensify in the 1970s with 
Proálcool; in the early 1990s 
with the increase in sugar 
exports; and in the early years 
of the New Millennium with 
the arrival of flex-fuel cars, 
which definitively changed the national scenario of 
ethanol production, clean fuel and renewable sources.  

There are currently two major regions of sugar cane 
production: the Northeast region, with a crop from 
September to March, and the Center-South region, 
where the crop goes from April to December and 
concentrates a large part of the national production. 
Thus it is in this scenario that ORPLANA is inserted with 
33 affiliated associations that represent approximately 11 
thousand producers in 5 Brazilian states totaling 64.5 Mt 
of sugar cane produced in 2016/17. 

The total cane processed in recent years has increased 
from 588 Mt in 2012/13 to 667 thousand in the 2015/16 
crop, which is a growth that has been achieved over the 
years due to research and development institutions of 
new varieties (adequate to the reality of each producing 
region). In 2016/17 the crop totaled 657 Mt produced in 
9.0 Mha and the forecast for the 2017/18 is 
approximately 648 Mt, mainly due to the age of the cane 
plantations in the central-south region, which were 
responsible for about 93% of the national production in 
the 2016/17 crop. 

Sugarcane production in the Center-South region of 
Brazil is increasing in a conscious way and respecting 
socio-environmental issues. In the State of Sao Paulo, the 
largest national producer, 97.5% of the sugarcane area is 
harvested without fire, 200 thousand hectares of riparian 

forests are protected and 8,230 river sources were 
recovered, which were the results of the Agro-
environmental Protocol, a union between producers and 
industrial units 
in favor of 
Sustainability. 

In 2014, 
compared to 
the numbers 
disclosed by the 
FAO, ORPLANA 
occupied the 7th place in planted area (ranking led by 
Brazil) and the 3rd place in productivity (ranking led by 
Thailand). In Brazil, during the 2016/17 crop, growers of 
Associations affiliated with ORPLANA produced about 
10% of the total national production. 

Who are we? ORPLANA - Organization of Sugarcane 
Growers from the South-Central Region of Brazil - was 
founded on June 29th 1976, with the objective of 
organizing the class of producers and increasing their 
representativeness in Brazil and abroad. Our Mission is to 
ensure a safe and profitable future for sugar cane 
growers seeking excellence in agricultural production and 
coordination of sugar cane chain. ORPLANA is currently 
chaired by Eduardo Vasconcellos Romão, with Gustavo 
Rattes de Castro as the Vice President and Maria 
Christina C. G. Pacheco as the Treasurer. 

 
Eduardo Vasconcellos Romão, President 

Organization of Sugarcane Growers from the South-Central Region of 
Brazil (ORPLANA), Brazil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Council of ORPLANA 



 

4 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Latest studies made by WABCG  

are available upon request. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “What technical support is available to beet and cane growers 

around the world?”  

 

& 

 

“The European Union sugar market after quotas: what 

prospects?”  

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional 
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 37 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar 
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production. 

 
www.wabcg.org  

 
Next meeting : 

ISO/WABCG Consultation 
 
 

27 November 2017 
CCT Venues Plus South Quay 

193 Marsh Wall 

London, UK 
 
 

A unique way to have news  
of the state of cane and beet fields  

all around the world,  
directly from growers! 

 
 

Including a session on climate change : how to 
mitigate and manage risks? 

 
 

Programme and registration documents 
available upon request 

 

 


